Bahar, asktan, icimizdeki kipirtidan, siirekli disarida olma istegimizden Gte,

doganin kis uykusundan uyanmasi, rengarenk ciceklerin agmasi ve tabii, eve

de o ciceklerin gétiiriilmesi demek. Istanbul’'un tnlii cicekgilerini dolastik ve
papatyadan karanfile, frezyadan slimbiile, baharin en giizel ¢iceklerini konustuk...

Spring is all about burgeoning love and a desire to break away from the long
winter sleep and go out and smell the flowers... and of course, to bring those
flowers back home to continue enjoying them indoors. We talked to the most
famous florists of Istanbul and about the most beautiful flowers that are out there,
from roses to lilies, from freesias to hyacinths, from daisies to carnations...

Rdpotajlar/interviews by: Nalan Yenigiin, Koray Kantarcioglu-Fotograflar/Photos: Eren Aytug
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Woods ne zamandan beri hizmet veriyor?
1991’de Moda’da agildi. On yili askin zamandir Divan City’nin
icindeyiz.

Bahar bir ¢gicekgi icin ne ifade eder?

Bahar, en keyifli zaman bizim icin, ¢linki her cesit ve renkte
cicek bu aylarda yetisir. Dolayisiyla ¢ok cesitle ¢alisma olanagimiz
oluyor. Materyal bol olunca gtizel bir 6zgtirliik hissi oluyor.

Baharin en sevdiginiz cicekleri?

En ¢ok papatyayi severim. Basit ama keyif veren bir ¢icek. Artik
beyazin disinda ¢ok degisik renkleri de olabiliyor. Menekse,
stimbil, fulya, lale karisik ¢alistigimiz sepetler var; onlarin
goriintlisti de muhtesem oluyor.

Cicekgilik sadece cicek satmak midir?
Hayir, aslinda mutluluk satiyorsunuz. Bir insani kisa siireligine de
olsa sevindiriyorsunuz. Cicek bir jest, bir keyif...

Miisteriler diikkana geldiklerinde ne alacaklarini biliyor mu,
yoksa sizden mi dneri bekliyor?

Biz daha ¢ok mekan tasarimi yapiyoruz, dekorasyona gore teklifte
bulunuyoruz. Bilerek gelen bir miisteri kitlesi var. Fikir soranlara
begendirecek bir sey buluyoruz.

insanlar yalnizca 6zel giinlerde mi ¢icek almayi tercih ediyor?

10 yIl 6ncesine kadar Sevgililer Glinti kutlanmiyordu. Kutlanmaya
basladigi ilk yillarda ¢icek satislar ¢ok artti. Simdi artik sevgililer
birbirine, cep telefonu veya bulasik
makinesi aliyor, ¢icek anlamini
kaybetti.

Su ana kadar aldiginiz en ucuk
siparis?

Sevgilisine her hafta degisik
renkte giil yollatan oluyor. Ayni

anda birden fazla sevgiliye cicek
yollatanlar oluyor. Cicegi almak
istemeyen sevgililer oluyor... Ama
benim fikrim, en basit en giizeldir.

Ekonomik kriz sizi nasil etkiledi?

Kriz bizi ¢ok etkiledi. Biz sirketlerle
yogun olarak calisiyoruz. Sirketler,
bir yandan eleman cikartirken, bizi
de gereksiz kalem olarak siliyorlar.
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How long has Woods been around?
We opened our shop in 1991 in Moda, and we’ve been in Divan
City for more than ten years.

What does spring mean to a florist?
Spring is the best time of year for us because the colour,
freshness and variety of flowers is at its peak.

What are your favourite spring flowers?

My favourites are daisies. It’s simple but very uplifting. And it
now comes in many colours besides white. We also prepare
some great arrangements that include hyacinth, tulips, violets,
and daffodils.

Is being a florist only about selling flowers?

No, you’re actually selling happiness. For a brief time you’re
making them happy. A flower is a pleasurable and rewarding
little luxury, and a wonderful gesture.

Do customers generally know what they want to buy or do you
find that you have to guide them?

We do a lot of designs for particular spaces. We go and take a
look at the venue and we make a suggestion. Sometimes the
customer knows exactly what they want,

and sometimes they have no idea, in
which case we do what we think is the
most appropriate.

Do people buy flowers mostly on special
occasions?

Just ten years ago nobody celebrated
Valentine’s Day. When that day became
popular, flower sales skyrocketed for a
few years, but now people buy each other
mobile phones and washing machines, so
it’s sort of dropped off again.

What’s the strangest order you’ve ever
received?

There are those who have a different kind
of flower sent to their loved one every week. There are those
who send flowers to more than one lover at the same time. There
are lovers who reject the flowers. But in my view the best flowers
are the simplest ones.

How has the economic crisis affected you?

It’s affected us enormously. We work a lot with companies,
and when companies have to cut back staff, things like floral
arrangements become relatively insignificant.




Necmi Riza ne zaman kuruldu?
Necmi Riza Cigekgilik olarak 45 yillik bir firmayiz.

Baharda en ¢ok hangi cicekler satilir?

Baharla birlikte, papatyalar, sebboylar, ada karanfilleri, kokulu
cicekler baslar. Bunlarin hepsi, glinesle acan cicekler, baharin
temsilcileri...

Cicek tasarimlarindaki en son trendler neler?

Cicekgiler de, kumas modasini takip ediyor. Gegtigimiz yil, sari ve
turuncu tonlar hakimken, bu yil mor, lilyum ve yesil tonlari daha
revacta. Artik, suyla bitiin gicekler farkli renkleri alabiliyor.

Necmi Riza’yi diger cicekgilerden ayiran nedir?

Necmi Riza eski bir sarkici. “Ada Sahillerinde Bekliyorum”
sarkisinin yorumcusu. O isimden bu zamana uzanan bir
gelenegi var. Biz cicegin dokusunu degistiriyoruz ve her alanda
kullaniyoruz. Ornegin, 2000 adet orkideyle bir gelinlik yapiyoruz.

Su ana kadar aldiginiz en uguk siparig?

Sevgilisine birden baslayarak 10 dakikada bir olmak tizere

500 adede kadar ¢icek génderenler olmustur. Ama artik, eski
ucukluklar kalkti; modern, ne istedigini bilen gicek tiketicileri var.
Papatya artik moda oldu. Cok ¢icek degil, insanlarin sevdigi cicegi
yollamaya calisiyorlar...

Miisteriler diikkana geldiklerinde ne alacaklarini biliyor mu,
yoksa sizden mi 6neri bekliyor?

Karsimdaki insana bakiyorum, eger ne istedigini bilmiyorsa, onlari
y6nlendiriyorum. Bazen esine bir demet kirmizi gl almaya gelen
birini rengarenk kir gicekleriyle génderebiliyoruz.

Unlii miidavimleriniz?
Sezen Aksu, Ajda Pekkan, Emel Sayin, Cengiz Abazoglu, Canan
Yaka eskiden beri misterilerimiz.

Ekonomik kriz gicekgileri nasil etkiledi?
Bitiin cicek sektoriint etkiledi. Biz de indirime girmeye basladik...

{-TESVIEITE

When was Necmi Riza established?
Necmi Riza is 45 years old.

Which flowers sell the most in spring time?

With spring, daisies, gillyflowers, carnations and other aromatic
flowers arrive. These are all flowers that bloom with sunlight,
thus they are the most emblematic of spring.

What are the latest trends in floral design?

Florists also follow fashion trends. For example, last year
yellow and orange tones were predominant, and this year
purple, lilac and green tones are more prevalent.

What sets Necmi Riza from other florists?

Necmi Riza is an old singer who sang the famous song “Ada
Sahillerinde Bekliyorum”. That name has a tradition going
back to the singer. Also, we change the essence of the flower
and seek to use it in many ways beyond just as aesthetic
ornaments. For example, we’re currently creating a wedding
gown made of 2000 orchids.

What'’s the strangest order you’ve ever received?

We’ve had people send a flower every ten minutes to their
lover, totally 500 flowers in all. But those old extravagances
and ostentations aren’t as common anymore. Now we have
customers who know about flowers. These days daisies are
very popular. People tend not to try and send gratuitous
amounts of flowers anymore, but focus instead on sending
loved ones flowers that they know they like.

Do customers generally know what they want, or is it up to you
to guide them?

If the customer doesn’t know what they want, | do guide them.
Sometimes a person who came with roses in mind can leave
with a great bouquet of wildflowers. Sometimes people don’t
know their options, so it’s our job to show them those options.

Any famous clients?
Sezen Aksu, Ajda Pekkan, Emel Sayin, Cengiz Abazoglu,
Canan Yaka...

How has the economic crisis affected you?
It’s affected all florists | think, and we’ve had to reduce prices.
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Ceremony ne zaman kuruldu?
Ceremony, 1995 yilinda Levent’te faaliyet gostermeye basladi.

Bahar bir cicekgi icin ne ifade eder?

Bahar mevsiminin gelmesi ile birlikte her yer renklenir. Taze agan
cicekler ve o renk ctimbisi insanlarn daha coskulu hale getirir.
Bizim icin de en glizel ¢giceklerin oldugu mevsimdir.

Baharin en sevdiginiz cicekleri?
Gala, lale ve erengiil.

Baharda en cok hangi cicekler satiliyor?
Gala, frezia, lale ve stimbiil.

Baharda cicek satislarinda bir degisiklik oluyor mu?

Baharin gelmesiyle birlikte diigiin ve davet sezonu da yavas

yavas a¢llmaya baslar. Dugtinler icin hazirlanan siparisler ve

gelin buketleri, davetler igin yapilan cicekler, bunun beraberinde
insanlarin kendini daha iyi hissetmeye baslamasiyla satislarda artis
gordlir.

Ceremony’yi benzerlerinden ayiran nedir?
Tasarimlarda kullanilan objelerin, aksesuarlarin ve renk
kombinasyonunun uyumuna gosterilen dikkat.

Miisteri geldiginde nasil bir ¢icek alacagini tahmin edebiliyor
musunuz? Miisteriler ne alacaklarini biliyor mu, yoksa sizden mi
oneri bekliyor?

Ceremony’ye gelenler ditkkanin i¢ tasarimindan ¢ok etkileniyorlar.
Msteriler genelde ne almak istedikleri konusunda fikir sahibi
olmuyor. Buradaki cicekleri ve objeleri gérdiikten sonra, bizim de
yonlendirmemizle istedikleri gibi bir siparis verebiliyorlar.

Hangi durumda ne tiir cicekler tercih ediliyor?

Genellikle, ic acici ve renkli cicekler tercih ediliyor. Ozellikle dikkat
ettikleri durumlar ise ya génderecekleri yerin ya da evlerine uygun
renklerin hakim oldugu tonlardaki cicekleri secebilmek.

When was Ceremony established?
Ceremony is opened in 1995 in Levent.

What does spring mean to a florist?

Everything becomes colourful and alive in spring. All the fresh new

flowers blooming with life signal joy and exuberance. For us it’s the
best season, because it has the best flowers and the most variety.

What are your favourite spring flowers?
Gala, tulips and “erengiil”.

Which flowers sell the most in spring?
Gala, freesia, tulips and hyacinth.

Is there a change in sales in spring?

With spring you see more and more weddings and events. The
orders we get for wedding bouquets increase, and there’s an overall
increase in sales for florists in general.

What makes Ceremony unique?

We use different objects in our floral designs, as well as unique
arrangements of accessories and colour combinations with
immaculate attention to detail.

Can you tell what sort of flower a customer will order when you first
lay eyes on them? Do they generally know what they want when they
come in or do you guide them?

At Ceremony the customers are usually very impressed by the stores’
interior decor. They generally don’t know exactly what they want
when they come in. After they come in and see what we have, and
after we give them tips and ideas, they know what sort of flowers
and designs they need for their particular occasion.

What flowers are preferred for which occasions?

Usually people prefer colourful and uplifting flowers, and they
generally pick their flowers based on the colours that predominate in
their homes.
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Sabuncakis ne zaman kuruldu?
1874’te, dedem Istirati Sabuncakis tarafindan kuruldu.

Bahar bir cicekgi icin ne ifade eder?

Bahar, hem bizim i¢cin hem musteriler icin ¢icekler mevsimidir.
Tabiat, baharda adeta bir cicek diikkanina dondstyor. Cesitler
cogaliyor. Cicekgilik ayni zamanda insanlarin i¢ diinyasiyla ilgili.
Baharda insanlar cicek almak ya da toplamak istiyor. Kendilerini
ifade ediyor.

En sevdiginiz bahar cicekleri?
Papatyalar ve tabiatin uyanisini simgeleyen kardelenler.

Baharda en cok hangi cicekler satiliyor?

Kir gicekleri. Musteri kendini aldigi cicekle temsil ettigi icin, her
cicek her mevsimde gecerlidir aslinda. Baharda saksi giceklerine
ve bahce ciceklerine de talep artiyor.

Sabuncakis’i benzerlerinden ayiran nedir?

135 yillik tecriibesi; ben 4. nesilim. Musteriye saygimiz, ne ¢ok
pahali ne ¢ok ucuz bir gicekci olmamiz, organizasyonumuzun
buytkliglt ve muhasebeden ustaya, ustadan ¢iraga kadar
herkesin egitimli olmasi bizi farkli kiliyor.

Unlii miidavimleriniz?

Atatiirk, dedemi Ankara’ya cagirip Ulus’taki Yeni Carsr’da cicekgi
actirdi. Kendisi de Sabuncakis’ten cicek aliyordu. Orkide ve gl
cok severdi. Genglik Parki ve Hipodrom’u biz yesillendirdik...

Aldiginiz en ucuk siparisler?
Enteresan siparisler siirekli aliyoruz. 6oo giil kullanarak
slisledigimiz limuzin, 3000 giille donattigimiz yatak odasi ve

glinlin her saati ¢icek génderimi talebi bunlardan sadece birkagI.

Diigiin vb. biiyiik organizasyonlarda 6zellikle son yillarda, cicek
yerine bagis uygulamasi yapiliyor. Bu durum satislarinizi ne
olciide etkiliyor?

Yaklasik 5 yil 6nce bu uygulama basladi. Bize ¢ok zarar verdi.
Cenaze celengi siparisi verenler de azaldi. Ama durum daha
iyiye gidiyor. Ornegin daha gecen giin siparis vermek icin
Cumhurbaskanligi Késki’nden aradilar.

ITKES-ISTINTE  «

When was Sabuncakis established?
In 1874 by my grandfather Istirati Sabuncakis.

What does spring mean to a florist?

Spring is the best time for both the florists and the customers
because suddenly the variety of fresh flowers increases after the
long and relatively dull winter months. The flowers also have
something to do with the inner world of people. People seem to
want to buy more flowers and have more flowers around them
in spring. Perhaps they feel that flowers most aptly reflect their
inner feelings.

What are your favourite spring flowers?
Daisies and snowdrops, which symbolize the rebirth of nature in
the spring time.

Which flowers sell the most in spring?
Wildflowers, potted flowers and garden flowers.

What makes Sabuncakis unique?

135 years of experience. I’'m the fourth generation owner and
manager of the store. We’re also neither too expensive nor too
cheap. We have a large organization, and everyone from the
accountants to the managers, from the expert to the apprentice
is well trained and educated in the business, and overall.

Any famous customers?

Atatiirk himself called my grandfather to Ankara and enabled
him to open a flower shop in Ulus’s Yeni Carsi. He used to buy
flowers from Sabuncakis. Apparently he used to love orchids and
roses. We’re also the ones who planted flowers at the Genglik
Park and the Hippodrome in Ankara.

What is the strangest order you’ve ever received?

We always get interesting orders. We’ve decorated a limousine
with 600 roses, we’ve decorated a bedroom with 3000 roses, the
list goes on... after all, we get orders every hour of the day.

The latest trend in weddings and big events is to organize
donations rather than elaborate floral arrangements. How has
this affected your business?

This started about five years ago and it has affected us very
dearly. There are also fewer people ordering funeral bouquets.
But things are getting better. For example just the other day we
got an order from the Presidential Palace itself.
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FINAL TOUCH DiVAN

DIVAN OTELLERI / DIVAN HOTELS

ISTANBUL ANTALYA

DIVAN ISTANBUL (2010’da yeniden agiliyor.) DIVAN ANTALYA

Cumbhuriyet Cad. No. 2, Elmadag-Taksim Fevzi Cakmak Cad. No. 30

Tel: (0212) 315 55 00 Tel: (0242) 248 68 00

DIVAN CITY ISTANBUL BODRUM

Buytikdere Cad. No. 84, Gayrettepe DIVAN BODRUM

Tel: (0212) 337 49 00 Kelesharim Cad. No. 6, Tiirkbukii

Tel: (0252) 377 56 01-02
ANKARA
DIVAN ANKARA
Tunali Hilmi Cad. Giniz Sok. No. 42, Kavaklidere
Tel: (0312) 457 40 00

DIVAN PASTANELERI / DIVAN PATISSERIES

GENEL MUDURLUK ISTINYE (CARREFOUR iCl)
inkilap Mah. Untel Sok. No. 15, Umraniye Carrefour Ticaret Merkezi Cayir Sok. No. B11
Tel: (0216) 522 63 00 Tel: (0212) 277 18 29
ISTANBUL ISTINYE (MIGROS i)
ANADOLU HISARI MMM Migros Istinye Mah. Cayir Cad. No. 65
Anadolu Hisari Mah. Goksu G6ztepe Yolu MMM Migros Tel: (0212) 323 65 69
Tel: (0216) 668 01 11
KALAMIS
ATAKOY Kalamis Marina I¢i, Amiral Fahri Korutiirk Yat Limani
Atrium Migros I¢i 9. Kisim Tel: (0216) 541 03 46
Tel: (0212) 560 60 20
SUTLUCE
BEBEK Karaaga¢ Cad. No. 2
Cevdet Pasa Cad. No. 28/A Tel: (0212) 220 80 85
Tel: (0212) 257 72 70
ANKARA
BEYLIKDUZU KIZILAY
Migros AVM, Zemin Kat MA2 Atatlirk Bulvari No. 58
Tel: (0212) 852 82 51 Tel: (0312) 425 75 00
ERENKOY CANKAYA
Bagdat Cad. No. 361 Ziibeyde Hanim Meydani Cankaya Cad. Atakule AVM No. 1
Tel: (0216) 355 16 40 Diikkan No. 248-250-251

Tel: (0312) 438 46 56
HARBIYE
Cumhuriyet Cad. No. 65/A
Tel: (0212) 225 72 86





